REMARKS 

At the outset, the Examiner is thanked for considering the pending application. The 
Office Action dated July 25, 2007 has been received and its contents carefully reviewed. 

Claims 1 , 9 and 30 have been amended and claim 36 has been canceled. No new 
matter has been added. Currently claims 1-37 are pending and claims 17-25 and 36 have 
been cancelled. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the pending claims. 

Claim 36 has been canceled, therefore there is no problem regarding double 
patenting in this application. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 30 and 34-37 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. 421 ,017 to Stein (hereinafter "Stein"). 

Amended Claim 1 recites, inter alia, "an exhaust plate disposed to collect liquefied 
etchant from the exhaust hole and disposed under the bottom surface of the exhaust hole". 
Stein fails to teach this element. In Stein, the exhaust plate G is not disposed under the 
bottom surface of the exhaust hole A, but disposed inside of the exhaust hole A. Stein, 
therefore, does not anticipate claim 1 . Claims 2, 5, 7 and 8 variously depend on claim 1 and 
thus are not anticipated by Stein for at least the same reason as claim 1 . 

Amended Claim 30 recites, inter alia, "an exhaust plate disposed to collect liquefied 
etchant from the exhaust hole and disposed under the bottom surface of the exhaust hole". 
Stein fails to teach this element. In Stein, the exhaust plate G is not disposed under the 
bottom surface of the exhaust hole A, but disposed inside of the exhaust hole A. Stein, 
therefore, does not anticipate claim 30. Claims 34, 35 and 37 variously depend on claim 30 
and thus are not anticipated by Stein for at least the same reason as claim 30. 

Applicants, therefore, respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 
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The Office Action rejects claims 3, 4, 6, 32 and 33 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stein in view of U.S. 179,581 to Lyman (hereinafter "Lyman"). Applicants 
respectfully disagree. 

As discussed above, Stein does not anticipate claims 1 and 30. To render a claimed 
invention obvious, the cited reference must teach or suggest each and every element of the 
claim. Stein and Lyman fail to teach or even suggest these elements. The combined 
teachings of Stein and Lyman still fail to teach or suggest all the elements of the claim and 
thus do not render claims 1 and 30 obvious. Accordingly, claim 1 is allowable over Stein and 
Lyman and claims 3, 4 and 6 depend on claim 1 and thus are allowable over Stein and 
Lyman at least for the same reason as claim 1 . Accordingly, claim 30 is allowable over Stein 
and Lyman and claims 32 and 33 depend on claim 30 and thus are allowable over Stein and 
Lyman at least for the same reason as claim 30. 

Applicants, therefore, respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 

The Office Action rejects claims 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 26-29 and 31 under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Stein in view of the English Machine Translation of 
Japanese Patent Application Publication 11-293479 to Kobayashi et al. (hereinafter 
"Kobayashi"). Applicants respectfully disagree. 

Amended Claim 9 recites, inter alia, "an exhaust plate disposed under the bottom 
surface of the exhaust hole and disposed to collect the gaseous etchant that has condensed 
into a liquefied etchant and that is dripping from the exhaust hole." Stein fails to teach this 
element. In Stein, the exhaust plate G is not disposed under the bottom surface of the 
exhaust hole A, but disposed inside of the exhaust hole A. Stein, therefore, does not 
anticipate claim 9. 

To render a claimed invention obvious, the cited reference must teach or suggest 
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each and every element of the claim. Stein and Kobayashi fail to teach or even suggest 
these elements and the combined teachings of Stein and Kobayashi still fail to teach or 
suggest all the elements of the claim and thus cannot render claim 9 obvious. Accordingly, 
claim 9 is allowable over Stein and Kobayashi. And claims 10, 13, 15, 16 and 27-29 depend 
on claim 9 and thus are allowable over Stein and Kobayashi at least for the same reason as 
claim 9. 

As discussed above, Stein does not anticipate claims 1 and 30. To render a claimed 
invention obvious, the cited reference must teach or suggest each and every element of the 
claim. Stein and Kobayashi fail to teach or even suggest these elements and the combined 
teachings of Stein and Kobayashi still fail to teach or suggest all the elements of the claim and 
thus do not render claims 1 and 30 obvious. Accordingly, claims 1 and 30 are allowable 
over Stein and Kobayashi and claim 26 depends on claim 1 and thus is allowable over Stein 
and Kobayashi at least for the same reason as claim 1 . Claim 31 depends on claim 30 and 
thus is allowable over Stein and Kobayashi at least for the same reason as claim 30. 

Applicants, therefore, respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 

The Office Action rejects claims 11, 12, and 14 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Stein in view of Kobayashi and further in view of Lyman. Applicants 
respectfully disagree. 

As discussed above, Stein does not anticipate claim 9. To render a claimed 
invention obvious, the cited reference must teach or suggest each and every element of the 
claim. Stein, Kobayashi and Lyman fail to teach or even suggest these elements. The 
combined teachings of Stein, Kobayashi and Lyman still fail to teach or suggest all the 
elements of the claim and thus do not render claim 9 obvious. Accordingly, claim 9 is 
allowable over Stein, Kobayashi and Lyman and claims 11, 12 and 14 depend on claim 9 and 
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thus are allowable over Stein, Kobayashi and Lyman at least for the same reason as claim 9. 
Applicants, therefore, respectfully request withdrawal of this rejection. 

The application is in condition for allowance and early, favorable action is respectfully 
solicited. 
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